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Tester Tim Thompson

Time tested Three months/1500 miles

What’s good? For fifty quid you get a 

sturdy, laptop-carrying satchel that’s 

waterproof (so far), stable and comfortable. The 

Held City Bag closes by rolltop and has two main 

compartments plus several pockets for wallets 

and phone. Vitally, it has a waist strap to hold it 

stable at speed.

What’s not? The two side closure-straps are 

overkill and capacity is limited. By the time the 

laptop and pack-up are in, it’s full.  

Contact www.held.com

Quality rating ★★★★★ Value rating ★★★★★

Tester Michael Neeves

Time used Seven months/2000 miles

What’s good? These are the latest-

generation 365 Gore-Tex leather gloves, 

and like the old 365s they replace, they do it all and 

I wear them most of the time. They keep my hands 

warm in the cold weather and they’re waterproof, but 

thin enough to let you feel the controls. 

What’s not? Unlike my previous 365s these new 

gloves have taken a long time to bed in. But after a few 

months of use, they’re now a joy to wear. 

Contact www.alpinestars.com

Quality rating ★★★★★ Value rating ★★★★★

Tester Tony Hoare

Time used One 

chain/20 minutes

What’s good? 

Chain cleaners mean you 

can de-gunk your drive chain, 

add fresh lube and extend 

its life, saving you money 

without risking damaging 

metal and paintwork. This 

can from WD40 does the 

job effectively enough, in 

combination with a brush and 

a little elbow grease, bringing 

the chain on my KTM 1050 

Adventure test bike up to a 

good finish.

What’s not? Like a lot of 

chain cleaners, I seem to 

get through a hell of a lot of 

the stuff and it took three 

quarters of a can to get my chain cleaned. Based on that 

record, I’d get four clean chains from three tins, which 

works out at £5.60 per clean. It’s pretty poor value 

compared to spending £7 on four litres of paraffin, which 

will clean considerably more than five chains. 

Contact www.wd40specialistmotorbike.co.uk

Quality rating ★★★★★ Value rating ★★★★★

HELMET
BUYING
ADVICE

1
Fit is crucial 

The best helmet 

is the one that fits 

you best. It should 

be snug so there’s as 

little movement as 

possible between 

head and helmet if 

the worst happens. 

There’s no substitute 

for trying a helmet on 

with a specialist kit 

supplier giving you 

advice.

2
The effects of 

time 

Some helmet 

linings will bed-in 

with time and give a 

looser fit as you wear 

it in. It’s important to 

take this into account 

when buying, so take 

the dealer’s advice 

on which ones will 

go baggy and which 

ones will hold firm.

3
Hold fast 

The majority of 

motorcyclists 

prefer the trusted 

D-ring fastening 

system, but many 

helmets come 

with quick-release 

microlock systems 

that use a toothed 

ratchet to keep the 

lid on your bonce. 

Adjust it to make it fit 

closely to your neck.

4
Look after it 

Washing the 

inner lining 

every year will make 

for a nicer place to 

put your head and 

also help keep the 

foam plush. Use baby 

shampoo and warm 

water. Keep the shell 

clean and get into 

the vents to clean out 

dead bugs to keep the 

air flowing. 

5
The fog is 

clearing 

Misting visors 

are becoming a thing 

of the past thanks to 

anti-mist inserts like 

Pinlock. Check if a 

new lid has one fitted, 

or comes with pins 

to allow fitment. It’s 

worth paying extra 

for a lid with an insert, 

especially if you ride 

in all weathers.

Updated Schuberth S2 Sport boosts the benefits of an already brilliant helmet  

‘The lid for those who like 
their creature comforts’ 

Tester Andy Downes

Tested for One month/1200 miles

What’s good? This is the latest version 

of the sports touring Schuberth S2 — 

now called the S2 Sport — and it replaces 

my S2, which has covered near to 40,000 

miles. The S2’s unpopular ratchet chin 

strap fastening has been replaced by 

a conventional double-D ring, the visor 

closes more positively with a noticeable 

click, the side padding has been modified 

for extra comfort and there’s a new 

Velcro in-and-out chin curtain. 

But the positives of the S2 remain; 

it’s comfortable, light (200g lighter 

than Arai’s new top-of-the-range RX-7V 

racing helmet) even quieter thanks to 

extra side foam near your ears, has a 

built-in FM radio/Bluetooth aerial for my 

SRC comms system to plug straight into, 

and it has a drop-down sunvisor. 

What’s not? The sunvisor could do 

with coming down further to be more 

effective on really bright days. I am one 

of the few who preferred the ratchet 

closing system to the D-ring. I’m being 

fussy but a DAB aerial would be 

nice in these days of digital radio, 

too. The choice of paintjobs are 

a bit staid and old fashioned – 

and like all top-flight helmets 

this is an expensive purchase.

Contact www.tranam.co.uk 

Quality rating ★★★★★ 

Value Rating ★★★★★

Schuberth S2 Sport helmet, 
£459.99

DETAILS
1 Ventilation: This is 

one of the best venti-

lated lids I have ever 

worn. Open the top 

slider and you feel a 

blast of cool air all over 

your scalp. 

2 Visor closing: More 

positive than the previ-

ous S2 and it audibly 

clicks into place. Also 

has a useful just-open 

position  for riding 

around town when 

more air is of benefit.

Alpinestars 365 Gore-Tex gloves 
£169.99 

WD40 Chain 
Cleaner, £7.49

Held City Bag £49.99
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